DUTCH AVIATION SUPPORT                                                      Chamber of Commerce: 08106154



THE DUTCH AIRFORCE TODAY     CER SENIN – ROMANIAN AIR FORCE MAI 2004
The Dutch Air Force (Koninklijke Luchtmacht = Klu) is a rather small air force, known within the NATO by it’s high quality in terms of modern aircraft and a high operational level.

Like other countries in the alliance the Netherlands faced in the post cold-war period the need to reform and modernize and a change of character influenced by chances of doctrines.

The whole defence system changed from a typical homeland defence doctrine with contribution to NATO in a military force with a flexible structure.

Nowadays the Klu has seen involvement in several multilateral deployments under UN-flag outside and inside Europe. They practiced their skills for UN-peacekeeping/enforcing or supported in major operations in order to help stabilizing in areas of great tension. Some of this operations were combined UN/NATO-operations.

F-16AM

The backbone of the air force is the General Dynamics F-16A/B representing the fighter capability. Once assembled and produced by Fokker aircraft industries the type replaced the Lockheed F-104G Starfighter and the Canadair/Northrop NF-5. Multilateral agreements introduced the type in 4 air forces the same time (Belgium, Denmark, The Netherlands and Norway) bringing those countries in the fly-by-wire concept.  For considerable time the Klu was the second large F-16 operator in the world (totally 213 delivered 1979-1990) besides the USA until beaten by Turkey and Israel. 

During the nineties the F-16’s had to comply for changing demands by the Air Force Command. A major project was set-up to provide the F-16s new techniques. Known as the Midlife Update (MLU) most of the Belgian, Danish, Dutch and Norwegian F-16’s were converted to F-16AM or F-16BM. A highly potential multipurpose fighter was created with modern avionics and computer systems and capabilities for all modern armament and guiding techniques.

YUGOSLAVIA

During the conflict in former Yugoslavia the F-16’s were extensively used in operation “Deny Flight”.  Based on Villafranca Air Base the aircraft initially flew mainly Combat Air patrols (CAP) in 2-ship formation  to create Air Superiority above Bosnia.  A  Dutch F-16’s was the first to penetrate the Air Space of the former Yugoslavia.  During the first meeting with Serbian elements in the sky a Dutch F-16 shot down a Mig-29 with a beyond visual range AMRAAM rocket. Later on in the conflict the F-16’s saw also Close Air Support actions.

During the Kosovo crisis the Dutch F-16’s contributed importantly to operation “Allied Force”. At that time the F-16’s operating from Amendola Air Base in Italy together with Belgian F-16’s could perform attacks with precision guided Laser Bombs (GBU-10 and 12 LGB’s and Paveway 2) and laser guided AGM-65G Maverick missiles. Together with allies they made some raids and destroyed armour, anti-aircraft rocket sites and aircraft on the ground. Brand new LANTIRN-pods were used to beam the targets, not depending on Forward Air Controllers (F.A.C.) only.  After the attacks the aircraft flew reconnaissance missions (with Mars camera pods)  to watch the hits.   To make optimal use of the aircraft the Dutch invented the “Swing role” concept.  In this concept aircraft can within little time (hours) be transformed from interceptor to ground attack or reconnaissance version or transformed back.  Even the United States were obviously interested in this concept. Considering the fact  they use to dedicate an aircraft to a standard role it was surprisingly remarkable.

ENDURING FREEDOM

Recently the Klu finished their contribution to “Enduring Freedom”. Again the F-16’s saw a lot of action in this case to watch the airspace above Afghanistan together with the joint fighter force of  Danish F-16’s in EPAF ( European Participating Air Forces). 

The Aircraft were based in the neighbouring Kyrgyz Republic and had to fly a distance much longer as they use to fly between the homeland borders. Both countries are trained well for tasks within the NATO which means even under difficult circumstances inter operational ability.  Pilots are known with the concept to work as a team and ready to serve in NATO-outposts.  

Being one of the only remaining mighty multilateral defence organisations the NATO is being asked for several international conflict situations to commit and this is not in the last place interesting for the alliance itself. However the question to join operations for the Klu is still a matter to be decided by the government and parliament.  The Netherlands saw a lot of action in the last decade. Amongst the missions with involvement of the Air Force where those in Cambodia, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia, Ethiopia/Eritrea (deployment in Djibouti), Kyrgyz/Afghanistan and today in Iraq too.  Sometimes the military wonders what is next?

LUCHTMOBIELE BRIGADE (Air Mobile Brigade)

The second instrument besides the F-16 squadrons to be frequently involved with UN-operations is the so-called ‘Luchtmobiele Brigade’. This Brigade with armour and equipment is to be transported by helicopters. Large CH-47D Chinook helicopters together with AH-64D Apache armed helicopters and AS532U2 Cougar transport helicopters can enforce armed forces into any area. Equally soldiers can also be removed by Combat Search an Rescue (CSAR) techniques from this group.   

Troops can be transported by 2  C-130H-30 Hercules heavy and 4 Fokker 60UTA  utility transports. The Klu uses 2 KFC-10 Tankers (which transport soldiers too) to enlarge the range of the F-16 units. Both tankers are equally used by the other NATO-partners when the Klu is involved in mutual actions. With this capability the Klu is highly focussed for operations abroad.  Recent example is the fact that besides Dutch militairy troops in Iraq, also three CH-47D Chinooks are present over there at this moment.  The government decided to send also six Ah-64 Apache helicopters and a complete crew of 135 men/woman personell to Iraq for ISAF tasks. (International Security Assistance Force).  Iceland covers most of the cost of this operation, while not having armed forces of their own they wanted to contribute their part to ISAF in this unique construction.    

DEFENCE CUTS

Back in the Dutch Air space there is an important task with 322/323 squadron from Leeuwarden Air Base providing Air Defence for the Netherlands and a large neighbouring North Sea sector. The squadrons are directly NATO-assigned and part of NORAD.

Other F-16 squadrons are dedicated to the ground-attack (Close Air Support) or  reconnaissance role.

Due by defence cuts The Klu will loose 2 F-16 squadrons from 2004 onwards and eventually 29 F-16’s will go out of service together with 6 Apache Attack helicopters. Two Airbases an a Naval Air base are to be closed in near future and a whole squadron of liaison Bo-105 helicopters are out of service already.

Initial Training for Air cadets takes place at Woensdrecht  Air base on the Pilatus Pc-7 aircraft with the Elementaire Vlieger Opleiding (EMVO).  On Leeuwarden is also the SAR-unit with 3  AB-412SP and further there are Air defence units based on Air Bases with “Flycatcher” anti-aircraft guns and Stinger, Hawk and Patriot missiles.

The future for the Klu will bring the same challenges as we have seen in the last decades however with a slightly decreased Force but also with new developments as the industry is committed to the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) project. This will bring the Klu into a new phase.

Still the forces are valuable, well trained,  the aircraft optimal modernized and highly capable for some coming years.  KLu is not only valuable for taking part in several actions, but also a appreciated partner for several training courses such as FWIT (Fighter Weapons Instruction Training) and Frysian Flag, which is not to be translated, this name means the ‘Flag of the province of Friesland’  Several foreign Airforces find their way to for instance Leeuwarden AFB to practice and evaluate their missions.  Participants bring all kind of types of aircraft to Leeuwarden, even US F-14 Tomcats and  Prowlers hit the concrete already, but certainly not to forget Commander Ion Stepan from Timisoara who visited Leeuwarden with four Lancers and their crews. 

Question for the future will be; Is there enough capacity to perform on the same scale and same quality  as before? Time will learn if the defence cuts initiated by politicians will be a smart choice.
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