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PISA TRAINING LOCATION ITALY


Good Training locations in Italy

What does Italy have to offer to other countries in training capacity? The answer is much ! In some ways there are no equal facilities elsewhere in Europe. Facing the attempt of setting up an European jet trainings base at Cazaux in France, Italy should like to have such institutes too. Interesting in this case are the National Training Centre (NTC) for transport aircraft at Pisa and 208 gruppo/SVE at Frosinone with a large helicopter training centre.

NTC at Pisa

At Pisa is the 46 Aerobrigata located with 2 Gruppo and 50 Gruppo flying the Lockheed Martin C-130J Hercules and the 98 Gruppo flying the Fiat G-222. The 22 Hercules Aircraft are very new and of 2 different versions, the C-130J and the stretched version C-130J-30 nicknamed the super Hercules. The Fiat G-222 aircraft are to be phased out at 10 September 2005 with an event. They will be replaced by 12 Lockheed Martin/Fiat C-27J Spartan which are expected to enter service in May 2006. Pisa is an airfield with 365 day’s a year flight activity with separated civil and military area’s. The quite large Italian Transport fleet at Pisa requires a good training course for transport aircraft with a considerable flow of pilots. The answer on this is the National Training Centre, today an institute which provide training hours 48 weeks a year, 7 day’s a week and 16-18 hrs a day, and it is a structure where the Italians are very proud of. The training start with Computer based Training (CBT) for Pilots, Loadmasters and maintenance personnel, initially in classical rooms. This will be followed by simulator training. There are 2 different simulators, the Cockpit Avionic Part Task Trainer (CAPTT) and the Operational Flight Trainer (OPT).

CAPTT copy of a cockpit

The CAPTT is a static trainer with an exact copy of the real cockpit from the C-130J with digital technology. All kind of circumstances can be created in the learning process.

For example when you simulate an engine fire, a pilot has to take the right decision. If he does not a cockpit voice is saying to you; “what are you doing?” and merge you to the right instrument handling. The CAPTT is also a good trainer to maintenance personnel. Malfunctions can be simulated followed by an exercise in troubleshooting. There are two mission computers on the CAPTT. The first is in charge of the cockpit control and the second one is monitoring the situation and takes over when necessary. Special equipment like the Portable Maintenance Aid (PMA) reads the mission computer and downloads the major data from historic memory. This is very useful for debriefing after the sessions.

Operational Flight Trainer (OFT)

The OFT is a class D simulator which means a top class in simulators. The OFT can do the same as the CAPTT and a lot more. The Cabine is movable, and with this movement the pilots experience is like in a real flight. For basic qualifying on the C-130J as a co-pilot you need 93 hrs with about 75 missions, for aircraft commander some 20 hrs with 7 missions more are needed. On the aircraft and simulators as well some different aspects of the transport aircraft can be exercised. This include tactical training in several levels like low-level training, night flying, air-to-air refuelling, airdrops, Search and Rescue and tactical airlift. European countries rent hours on the simulator. While the NTC has the only and newest training centre in Europe for the C-130J is the OFT a top facility in Europe.

The NTC likes to enlarge the foreign activities on the simulators and one of the objectives is to become a European Training Centre on the C-130J where all other Nato countries using the C-130j will invest there training program. For the C-27J Spartan similar facilities will be set up in de brand new and spacey building   including an OFT but momentarily some problems with software cause delay. The engines and the cockpit will be very much the same with the C-130J.

Experience in war time

Under operation Antica Babylonia Italy deploys a few C-130J in the United Arab Emirates to fly operational missions between Irak, Koeweit and the UAE itself. This include transport of people, humanitarian aid or medevac missions and support flights at Tallil, Bagdad.

The C-130J in the theatre have in flight refuelling probes and self defence systems like flares and chaff. One of the most threatening circumstances are attackers around the airfield with small rockets like the SA-7 Strela or RPG non guided rockets or simply Ak-47 Kalashnikov machineguns. Small arms in the face of landing is one of the first things recognized from the Bosnia crisis where Italy had two bases, Spalato and Zagabria and where many support flights were flown at Sarajevo. While this is a problem which is difficult to prevent you can train on it. The best way is a steep approach from medium altitude and after landing, even when unloading don’t turn the engines off. The plane on the field is very vulnerable to mortar fire and the airplane has to be prepared for immediate take off in case of danger. The 46 Aerobrigata build up many experience throughout the years in several theatres and the loadmasters are very prepared for this. Assault landing and take off is a daily exercise at Pisa and a Hercules crew must be combat ready. In several things Italia takes the lead like having the first C-130J specialised against terrorists and being the first air force to fly with the C-130J over 7000 m mountains from Kyrgizia to Khost AFB in Afghanistan. On this very small airfield surrounded by high mountains you also have to perform a steep take off. 

It is possible to let a C-130J take off with a 15 degrees angle of the nose but despite all the training courses for beginners this only can be done by a very experienced and skilled pilot.


Dutch Aviation Support
Wim Das & Kees Otten


W.J. Das  
  

Telephone: 
0031-578-611164
  
Mail:  wjdas@wanadoo.nl
Europalaan 3    8161 ZB  Epe

GSM: 

0031-6-44098374 

Mail: dasavia@yahoo.co.uk
The Netherlands 


Fax: 

0031-84-7410842

Site:  www.dutchaviationsupport.com

